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is situated in the cemetery and once a month a
Shinto priest comes and performs rites in the ceme-
tery and crematorium. Renters of the plots also
come to pray. Most of the collections take place
in December, February and March thus indicating
that most births take place in the spring and winter
months* The fewest births occur in July. The
police strictly supervise such companies, visiting
the plants about three times a month.
All placenta were once buried in the family
garden in the no-god direction so that evil would
not befall the child. Still, a few people throw the
water from the first bath in the no-god direction
of the year.
Naturally, a midwife finds herself being con-
sulted on all sorts of personal problems besides
babies. e*Wives come to me for domestic advice/*
said Mrs. KazamL "It has made me interested
in the problem of hygienic instruction and I am
glad to say that Japanese girls are not as ignorant
as their grandmothers were. The day of the
makJmono and silence is past,"** she said, explaining
that in the old days of the Tokugawa era, boys
and girls of samuraiy huge or other high class fatni-
,lies who were over seven years of age, and not of
the samej-amily, were not allowed in each others